Centers of excellence: a new dimension in surgical education.
Surgical education has always been challenging and is being made more difficult with the changes in the surgical environment. In the past decade, the number of patients available for educational purposes has decreased because of the development of technology that has significantly reduced their time of stay in the hospital and has also moved many surgical procedures to ambulatory services. Technologic advances also create the demand for more specialized training. The increased number of undergraduate, postgraduate students, and clinical fellows has also affected the educational mandate of the academic hospitals. Alternative ways to teach medicine, and especially surgery, are becoming inevitable. One such method is to teach students outside the operating room in a simulated environment. This article reports on the developments of surgical education centers and provides guidance for those who might wish to develop such educational facilities. For further information, visit www.cesei.org.